
The title of your project inspired m
e in the sense that its problem

s are central to the w
orld’s regulations. 

Isn’t it com
plicated to exchange, even for a m

om
ent, w

ithout the discussion addressing the issue of 
m

oney?
For your open call for projects, I w

anted to think about a m
achine that puts things back to their sim

p-
lest expression. A

n ultra sim
ple m

achine, using basic m
echanical principles w

hose com
prehension 

is accessible to the greatest num
ber. Its sim

plicity is opposed to the com
plex m

odel of technologies 
(ultra-com

plex algorithm
s of w

hich very few
 know

 only the definition, for exam
ple). The control society 

born w
ith recent technologies exerts itself above all on the thought and the com

m
ercial desire to control 

the actions. It w
ants to influence the desires in order, above all, to “take the m

oney” from
 those w

ho 
ow

n it, even if very little.
The lust for other people’s m

oney justifies all the processes that alw
ays flow

er at the border of legality, 
w

hen they do not cross it.
Just after the S

econd W
orld W

ar, P
ier P

oalo P
asolini announced that he becam

e anti-consum
erist be-

cause he refused to be buried under all layers of m
arketing…

 The aw
areness of the existence of these 

processes can help to fight the m
odel im

posed on us and change things.

To illustrate a com
plex subject, I propose a sim

ple installation/ m
achine, derisory, com

posed of recove-
red elem

ents (no m
oney w

as necessary for its realization). There is a globe, driven by a belt connected 
to a sm

all electric m
otor that m

akes it run at a speed that can be adjusted. S
uspended on a tray, there 

is a head representing an observer, him
self above a sm

all pile of books. The m
achine is operated by 

the spectator w
ith an on/off sw

itch.

O
n the globe, I transcribed A

lbert C
am

us’s “S
tockholm

 S
peech” w

hen he w
as aw

arded the N
obel P

rize 
for Literature in 1957 (reproduced below

). This m
ajor text, w

hich talks about global solidarity, gene-
rosity, etc. does not m

ention the issue of m
oney. This m

ay be the answ
er to the problem

s associated 
w

ith m
onetary system

s: It is not by talking about m
oney that w

e w
ill solve the problem

s inherent in it, 
but elsew

here.
In the near distant, there is a suspended tray on w

hich is placed a head sym
bolizing  . H

e him
self dom

i-
nates a lot of im

portant books that he has nourished him
self. S

he invites the view
er to identify him

self, 
to take his place and to reflect.
This little staging is activated or not by the passerby, the audience.

M
ore generally, this installation refers to a period w

hen «D
IY

» w
as enough to shine. There w

as a tim
e 

w
hen bartering had a bigger place. Today, barter is less practised, but it is interesting to consider that 

the best escape from
 m

onetary system
s, from

 taxation system
s, is barter, the first trading system

 of 
hum

anity.
G

érald Foltête Jan. 2022     
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H
ere is a general view

 of the installation called «the S
tockholm

 speech». The dim
ensions are approxim

atively 100x100x200cm
.

You can have a look at the follow
ing 60 sec. video: https://youtu.be/w

A
ctQ

xzlU
hc

explanations &
 depictions



the globe is rottating and its speed and sense can vary depending on the purpose. (for exem
ple you can decide to have it run quickly to finish w

ith a m
ediocre 

period as quick as possible or you can have it run into the opposite w
ay to com

e back to a tim
e w

here w
e could refix things nicely, etc.)

explanations &
 depictions



O
n the globe is w

ritten the S
tockholm

 speech by A
lbert C

am
us in full length. The original recording is broadcasted w

hile the m
achine is w

orking. (as w
ell as on 

the video). You can have access to the full speech in french and english here: https://w
w

w
.nobelprize.org/prizes/literature/1957/cam

us/speech/

explanations &
 depictions



A
ssiciated to the globe is a clay head suspended on top of som

e historical great w
rittings, also rotating. The head is a m

etaphorical representation of the obser-
ver, the philosopher or the pragm

atic, for w
hich the view

er, the spectator can associate.

explanations &
 depictions



G
érald Foltete

Lives &
 w

ork in P
aris - France

+33 6 72 65 89 55 - gerald.foltete@
gm

ail.com
w

w
w

.geraldfoltete.com
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- 1992, diplôm
é de l’E

S
R

A (É
cole S

upérieure de R
éalisation A

udiovisuelle)
- 1986, B

accalauréat
- 1982-1983, apprenti et stagiaire lutherie, P

hilippe B
odard, B

esançon.
- 1980-1982, cours libre à l’école des B

eaux-arts de B
esançon.

- 1976-1978, 1er cycle, C
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usique de B
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- 1973, atelier de calligraphie japonaise, M
usée de beaux-arts de B

esançon.
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iram

ar - C
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G
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ontem
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alerie A l’écu de France (G
alerie M
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U

M
A

M
 - N

ice - (2018) / S
w

iss A
rt S
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uisse, Lausanne, (2017) / M
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rt Fair - A

ngleterre, Londres, (2017) /
Le M

as d’artigny - France, S
aint-P
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rt C

ontem
porain (2013) - France, B
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ELLE/
1982-1989 / C

réation et direction de « nnn prom
otion » et « m

acadam
 boulevard » co-création et co-direction de « IC

R
V

 », sociétés de prom
otion et production 

de concerts et tournées en France.
1986-1991 / C

o-création de « ff accoustic », conception et production d’enceintes acoustiques.
1990-2002 / A

ssistant-cam
éra puis cam

éram
an puis directeur de la photographie free-lance film

 et vidéo.
1991-1996 / R

éalisateur de court-m
étrages, film

s publicitaires et vidéos m
usicales.

1994-2008/ C
réation et direction de «P

icture house productions» à Londres et de «R
om

eo echo film
s» en France, (sociétés de production de film

s publicitaires, 
docum

entaires, courts-m
étrages et vidéos m

usicales).
2004-2008 / C

réation de «m
achine», agence de publicité (‘boutique créative’) France, A

ngleterre et m
oyen-orient.
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